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Compulsory



Overview

JAPANESE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Curriculum: Japanese, Social Studies, 
Mathematics, Science,  Music,  Arts, 
Homemaking, Physical Education. Moral 
education is evident during the school’s 
class-cleaning and school lunch activities.

JAPANESE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Curriculum: Like elementary but students 
also have homeroom time, clubs and field 
trips. Students receive their instruction from 
specialized teachers for each subject area.

JAPANESE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

● Elite academic high schools 

● Non-elite academic high schools

● Vocational high schools 

●  Correspondence high schools 

●  Evening high school 



High School Subject State Req. High 
School Graduation

UC requirements
(freshman)

CSU requirements
(freshman)

English 3 years 4 years 4 years

Mathematics 2 years 3 years 3 years

Social Studies 3 years 2 years 2 years

Science 2 years 2 years with lab 2 years

Foreign Language 1 year 2 year, 
3 recommended

2 years

Visual/Performing 
Arts

1 year 1 year 1 year

Physical Education 2 year 0 0

Electives 0 1 year 1 year

Graduation Requirements, California Departments of Education



Entrance exams



Escalator school

(エスカレーター学校) is a school that offers education from elementary or middle 
(or even from the kindergarten) until university.



High School Entrance

Tangan suisen

■ This is an application for students who specifically 
wish to attend a private school. Students are only 
allowed to apply for a single private high school.

 Heigan suisen

■ This is an application for students who specifically wish to 
attend a public school. Students who apply through this 
process will also be allowed to apply for admission into 
private schools, in addition to their (public) high school of 
choice.



Juku/Yobiko

 Yobikō (予備校) are privately-run schools 
marketed to students who are taking examinations 
to determine college admissions. 

Rōnin (浪人, ろうにん)

Gakushū juku (cram school) are special private 
schools that offer lessons conducted after 
regular school hours, on weekends, and during 
school vacations.



Hensachi score

Tells how far from the statistical mean a typical student admitted to a given institution scores on a test. (mean 
of 50)

“Hensachi means `deviation value,` and is a quantifying method that determines one`s relative rank, not actual 
ability. Hensachi status, however, painfully suggests to many students that they are inferior to others. Its impact on 
them and on their attitude to life is so strong that it often lingers throughout their lifetime.”–p. 79, “Mental Health 
Challenges Facing Contemporary Japanese Society, The `Lonely People` by Yuko Kawanishi



English language classes

1. Lessons based around and based on what 

will appear on exams. Limited time to teach 

only allows for only what may be on the 

targeted exams. 

2. Text is often uses awkward outdated 

grammar or is boring and not applicable to 

student’s day to day lives.

3. Not enough time spent in class listening to 

and speaking conversational English

4. Cultural differences affect open and 

comfortable practice/application




